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The Annual Meeting of the society will be held on Thursday March 15, at 7:00 pm. at 
the newly remodeled Riverview Middle School auditorium.  Following a short business 
meeting Rob Seidl, who is an expert on historical musical instruments, will present a 
program of unusual instruments including the hammer dulcimer, mountain dulcimer, bowed 
psaltry, plucked psaltry, herdy gerdy, guitar, limberjack and others.  Our meeting is open to 
the general public.   

A Polish Dinner 
 

Plan to attend a new tradition!  The Historical Society is putting the finishing touches on a 
traditional Polish Dinner to be held Saturday, April 21st.  The dinner will include “Goumke” 
(cabbage roll), Polish Sausage & Sauerkraut, an assortment of Pieorgi’s (filled dumplings), 
and vegetable, prepared by Polish cooks from the south-side of Milwaukee.  Dessert and 
beverage is also included.  The price is $15 per plate.  We will also offer a “Kids Menu” 
which includes a Hot Dog, Pieorgi’s, dessert and beverage for $5.     
 

The dinner will be held at the First United Congregational Church of Christ, 1405 Hwy. 67 
South – Plymouth.  Seating is from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Tickets may be purchased at the Museum, 420 E. Mill Street, or at Custom Craft Trophy, 
220 E. Mill St.  You may also call the museum at 920-893-1876 for ticket information.  We 
would encourage you to purchase tickets before the event as only a limited number are 
being sold.  Any remaining tickets will be sold at the door on a first-come-first-serve basis. 
 
Construction Status of the Museum – Restoration work on the first and second floors and 
hallways is basically completed.  Exterior restoration is a major focus for 2007 including 
rebuilding chimneys, brick replacement and brick tuck pointing, replacement of storm 
windows for some of the second floor windows, painting, etc.  Basement level organization 
and parking lot paving are also priorities. 
 
Museum Mystery Solved – During renovation we removed the large wooden sign (420 E. 
Mill Street) from the front of the building and behind it was a sign reading “Pixie Shop”.   
After four months of searching a member recalls buying her first dress, about 1960, in the 
Pixie Shop, a shop specializing in young children’s and women’s clothing.  
 
Time Capsule Project – We are developing a fund raising time capsule project so that both 
businesses and families can have their own individual time capsule stored at the museum 
and opened in 40 or 50 years.  Watch for more details.  Jerry Thompson and Chris 
Schumacher are coordinating this project. 
 
Docents – Over 20 members have signed up as docents for the museum.  If you have an 
interest, please call Vi at 892-4784.  With the summer approaching, more docents will 
definitely be needed.  It is an opportunity to learn more about Plymouth and for you to 
meet new and interesting people.  And best of all to enjoy a wonderful museum. 



New Buildings – We have the opportunity to place two older buildings between the parking 
lot and the rear lot line of the museum.   The 1876 blacksmith shop (same year as the 
museum) located on the north side of the Plymouth Center has been donated to us.  The 
challenge lies in moving it.  First, we need to remove approximately five feet of undesirable 
fill so that we may have solid foundations.  Evidence to date indicates a large number of 
artifacts will be found.   Alas!   An archeological opportunity!  Sponsorship funds, in any 
amount, are needed to make this a reality.  Call Jim at 892-6228 for more details. 
 

Recent Donations:  Marjorie Strobel – A significant collection by the late Charles Strobel 
of Plymouth memorabilia that includes glasses, calendars, banks, fans, photos, pamphlets, 
advertising pieces among many other items.   A portion of this unique collection is currently 
on display. 
Doris Nauschultz – Rocking chair by Plymouth Furniture Company where her mother 
worked. 
Ray Piper – Six Crescent chairs made in Plymouth for the Board room.   These chairs 
match the six that Ray previously donated! 
Royce Stephanie – Wooden Stanley level, circa 1950’s. 
Ozzie Pick – Two baseball bats circa 1930’s. 
Steve Douglas – A Kodak Vigilant Junior Six-16 camera from the 1940’s. 
Jerry Woeffler – 1902 class picture, fire department postcard and fairground photo. 
Glenn and Chris Schuacher – A much needed Dirt Devil vacuum cleaner. 
Leonard and Beatrice Eggener - A wall sconce with mercury reflector used in City council 
chambers in the 1870’s. 
Dawn Cain – Seven vintage Plymouth post cards 
Helen Schroeder – For donating, sewing and installing lace curtains on our glass kitchen 
doors.  They look wonderful! 
And, to Mike Burkhart for loaning a vintage gas pump which is on display at the museum. 

What do YOU have in YOUR attic or outbuildings? 

Wanted!  *A naval or boat hobbyist with patience to restore a unique home-made 
metal model boat.   Call Jim at 892-6228 for details. 
*A computer savvy person to research capital funding possibilities.  
*Persons who want to research and write about specific Plymouth projects.  Numerous 
topics are available and you can work at your own pace. 
*Cleaning help for the museum. 
*Someone to paint Plymouth scenes on old museum steps for sale in the gift shop. 

Wish List   *A copy machine ($400), Chairs ($55 each), Storm window ($200), 
Landscaping ($100), Bricks ($2 each), Gift Certificates ($5 to $20), Excavation funds for 
new buildings (any amount).  If you are interested in donating for these much needed 
items contact Jim at 892-6228, the museum at 893-1876, or contact any board member 
whose names are listed on the last page.      
 

Plymouth Book – Over 400 copies were sold in 2006.  Copies are available in our gift shop 
or by calling Vi at 892-4784.  An excellent gift.  Our profit is approximately $10.00 for each 
book sold by us.  
 

Gift Shop – The gift shop is being greatly expanded to include wearing apparel, Plymouth 
postcards, the “Plymouth” book, vintage calendars, railroad booklet, Cloth and Clay pottery 
Plymouth coffee mugs, Christmas ornaments, wooden toys, 1889 plat map print of 
Plymouth and a limited supply of locally renowned Oaks Chocolate Candies.  Gift 



certificates are also available.  Donna Picard has agreed to assist us in operating the gift 
shop.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 
Museum Hours – Winter hours Fridays and Saturdays, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
Beginning in May through October, the museum will be open 5 or 6 days a week and the 
hours may vary subject to the Board’s review. 
 

Finances – After considerable discussion, the Board adopted a 2007 operating budget.          
The budget provides us with challenges as well as opportunities as one would expect in a 
transitional and learning year as a property owner.  A copy of the adopted budget will be 
available at the annual meeting or by calling Jim at 892-6228. 
   Funds for the purchase of the building and costs associated with the renovation have 
been segregated into a separate bank account.  In 2006 we raised approximately $70,000.  
Our total indebtedness totaled approximately $145,000.  We have loan capacity that will 
allow us to complete the basic building renovations.  Additional financial arrangements will 
need to be made as we plan to bring other buildings onto the site. 
   We will continue to raise funds from a wide range of sources including specific fund 
raisers.  In the past we did not ask our membership for much financial assistance other 
than your dues.  With the new museum, additional funds, however small, will help us such 
as a roll of stamps for the newsletter, a partial sponsorship of an event, a gift card to a 
local store for cleaning or office supplies. 
 

A huge thank you!  to volunteers Jerry Picard, Steve Douglas, Ozzie Pick, Lester Laack, 
George Miller, Eddie and Jim Schroeder, and Jim Stahlman for finishing the front staircase 
with it’s 15’ ceiling.  John Van de Pas provided dry walling and carpentry assistance.  
Amen to a challenging task!   
 

The Union Cemetery Walk will be held Sunday, May 20th from 1:00 to 3:00 o’clock.  This 
year guests will be able to walk at their own pace – with a map, while visiting various 
gravesites in the cemetery.  Reenactors dressed in period clothing will share stories of 
early residents.  You may start your tour at the Forest Ave. entrance, the Division St. 
entrance, or at the VFW parking lot.  Plan on spending at least an hour on the grounds and 
for heavens sake, bring your camera!  More information will be published in our next 
newsletter. 
 

2007 House & Garden Tour – committee members are currently planning this years event 
which will be held at home of Bob & Mary Krucky, N6465 Briar Trace Rd., 2 miles 
northwest of Plymouth, on Saturday, July 28th.  Demonstrations will be held throughout the 
day and various raffles will be sold.  Stay tuned for more exciting information. 
 

From the Plymouth Reporter we read… 
   With about 200 people thronging St. John’s Hall [Catholic parish], St. Patrick’s Day was 
fittingly observed with a musical program and other amusements that delighted the people 
who came.  Miss Marie Lynch offered “Eyes of Irish Blue,” a vocal selection that delighted 
the audience and made an instantaneous hit.  “The Feast of Gael,” a recitation, was 
offered by Theron Meyer and was proved most enjoyable.  A piano duet by Madeline and 
Leon Gaynor proved a delightful divertisement and was roundly applauded.  Charles 
Gauchel then offered a coronet solo, entitled “Day by Day.”  His playing was wonderfully 
well done for a juvenile and was applauded to the echo.  The program closed by a lively 
medley entitled “The Irish Washerwoman,” played by Clarence and Florence Gauchel, 
coronet and piano. 
   AND…  “When you’re All Run Down.”  When you feel that life’s not worth living – that you 
don’t care what happens to you – then you need “VAL DONA”  beef, wine and iron.  
Furnishes new life and energy to the whole system – tones up the appetite and altogether 



make a new man of you.  Get a bottle today and try it on our personal guarantee.  Full pint 
bottles 75 cents.  Bade’s Drug Store.    
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Membership.  If the address label on this newsletter is 12/31/07, your membership is 
current.  If not, this will be your last newsletter.  Please consider renewing your 

membership.   Call Peg at 892-6228 if you need more information. 
 

Question? – What is a sustaining membership?    A sustaining membership is available to 
those members who live afar, those whose time does not permit an active role, those with 
health issues or those who just want to contribute extra funds.  It is a personal and 
voluntary decision by each member if they want to make this extra contribution. 

 
Web Site – Visit the society at: www.Plymouthhistoricalsociety.com 

 

Board of Directors: President – Jim Stahlman; Vice President –  Dan Buckman;  
Secretary – Martha Suhfras; Treasurer – Kathy Gebler.  Other members of the board: Tom 
Daigle, Al Kranick, Vi Feldman, Jim McKnight, Susan Phelps, Ed Schroeder, Chris 
Schumacher, Peg Stahlman, Jerry Thompson.  
 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events! 
 

 

May 20th – Union Cemetery Walk  July 21st – Mill Street Festival 
 

July 28th – Summertime Event  August 10th – Jazz Crawl 
 

Nov. 23rd Ð 24th Christmas Homecoming at the museum 
 

Volunteers and sponsors are needed! 


